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And, first, it is certain, that a tradesman, let his
circumstances be what they will, has the most rea-
son to compassionate the disasters of the unfortu-
nate, of any other men, because the most prosperous
of them know not what may be their own fate in
the world. There is a scripture proverb, if I may
call it so, very necessary to a tradesman in this case,
Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall; for men in trade can but think they stand,
since there are so many incidents attending a
tradesman, that sometimes when he thinks himself
most secure of standing, he is in most danger of
falling.

If then the contingent nature of trade renders
every tradesman liable to disaster, it seems strange
that tradesmen should be unmerciful to one an-
other when they fall; and yet so it is, that no cre-
ditor is so furious upon an unhappy insolvent trades-
man, as a brother tradesman of his own class; and
who is so equally liable to the same disaster in the
common event of his business, that I have often
seen the outrageous creditor become bankrupt him-
self in a little time, and begging the same mercy of
others, which, just before, he had denied to his own
debtor, and making the same fruitless exclamations
at the cruelty and hard-heartedness of others to
him. Must not such an one's heart reproach him
on this occasion, and make him see the justice of
that dispensation which has meted to him the same;
measure which he meted to others in the like dis-
tress ?

Compassion to the miserable is a debt of charity
due from all mankind to their fellow-creatures; and
though the purse-proud tradesman may think he is
above the fear of being in the like circumstances,
yet even then he might reflect that, perhaps, there
was a time when he was not so ; and he ought to